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Casey’s Death Seals a Void

By GRBGORY F. TREVERTON

trous, were a small piece of North's opera-
tions and thus of the story. The bigger part
was finding other sources of funding for the
contras. That much is now clear.

Casey’s role, however, is not clear, and
may never be. For months now there have
been indications that he was central to

limited covert assistance to the contras—to
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bail him out when he could find no aircraft

transship arms from Portugal to Iran, it
was not Casey, but rather the CIA's deputy
director, John McMahon, who said no
more—not without a formal presidential
authaorization.

If we never know the full extent of
Casey’s role, it will not be just because he

Committee Will Have to Judge His Role Largely on Hearsay

spoke the locseness. In denying knowiedge
of North's of profits from arms
sales to Iran, he likened their relationship
to bank president and teller. Yet someone

his government’s most sensi-
tive covert aperations hardly would seem
to resembie a bank teller in relation to the
otﬁdﬂchmﬂthmummem-

approved of it.” of State
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that he his opposition to the

sales in two full National Security Council

meetings on the subject, but it was not even

Muk to him when, or if, decisions had been
en.

Regan, perhaps seeing his bose’ anguish
over the hostages, was a cheerieader for
the arms sales. In this atmosphere North,
hearing his President enthuse over the
contras, could have connected the arms
sales and the contras on his own He
adopted his own version of plausible denial,
one long since discarded by the CIA and
one that it was unwilling to countenance in
on clear authorization from the President.

North's own testimony will shed
light on the point. Yet, given the looseness
in the White House, we may never know
the precise trail of authorization, especially
if North invokes his own version of the
Casey defense. And that looseness is a large
lesson of the affair, one drawn by the
Tower Commission and already under-
scored by the congressional investigation.

Gregory F. Treverton is on the faculty of
the Kemnedy School of Government at
Harvard University. He is the auther of
“Covert Action: The Limits of Intervention
in the Postwar Werld,” te be published this
eutumn by Basic Beeks.
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